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Western Tech student to represent Maryland in 

prestigious United States Senate Youth Program 

Meghna Chandrasekaran to participate in Washington Week ONLINE, Mar. 14 – 
18, earn $10,000 scholarship 

TOWSON, MD -- Meghna Chandrasekaran, a senior at Western School of Technology and Environmental 

Science, is one of two students selected by the Maryland State Department of Education to represent 
the state in the 59th annual United States Senate Youth Program (USSYP). 
 

The program, established in 1962, was designed as a unique educational experience for outstanding high 
school students interested in pursuing careers in public service. This year’s 104 student delegates from 
across the nation will engage in Washington Week ONLINE, Mar. 14 – 18. During the week, student 

delegates will participate in interactive online policy addresses with senators, cabinet members, officials 
of the Departments of State and Defense, leaders of other federal agencies, and senior members of the 
national media. Delegates traditionally participate in a meeting with a justice of the U.S. Supreme Court 
and the president of the United States. Speaking events typically include in-depth question and answer 

sessions. Each student who successfully completes the week’s activities will receive a $10,000 
undergraduate college scholarship.  

 
“We are extremely proud of Meghna for her contributions to our school community, BCPS, and selection 
to the United States Senate Youth Program,” said Murray “Buddy” Parker, Western Tech principal. “She 
will be a great representative for the state of Maryland, and we look forward to learning more about her 
experiences in this great program.” 
  
Chandrasekaran is a high-achieving student in Western Tech’s Academy of Health Professions. She has 
had work-based learning experiences at the University of Maryland Medical Center’s Hemodialysis and 
Pediatric units, the University of Maryland School of Medicine General Clinical Research Center, R. 
Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center Neurotrauma Intermediate Care Unit, Veteran Affairs Inpatient 
Pharmacy, Greenebaum Cancer Center IV Infusion Center, and Center of Medical Genetics.  
 

https://www.bcps.org/news


In addition, Chandrasekaran is the founder and president of 23:59 The Minute Initiative (an organization 

that focuses on environmental activism and humanitarianism); a member of the Baltimore County 
Executive’s Youth Climate Initiative Work Group; environmental affairs director and environmental 
committee chair for Baltimore County Student Councils; and an award-winning member of the Western 

Tech’s speech team. In September 2020, she earned a Seal of Biliteracy (English/Tamil) from the 
Maryland State Department of Education.  
 

Chandrasekaran envisions a possible medical career as a pediatric surgeon or in healthcare policy. “At 
the end of the day, I want to be in a career where I can help and serve my community,” she said. 
 

“I wanted to participate in the USSYP,” Chandrasekaran said, “because I am very passionate about 
politics and wish to learn more about legislative and governmental affairs. Working in my school's 
Student Government Association and Baltimore County Student Councils, as well as participating in 
speech and debate, I understand the importance of governance and working with others, which is vital 

in the world of politics. I want to maximize all efforts that allow me to add to my collection of political 
knowledge, which is why I applied to the USSYP. I also wanted to meet the senators who have served as 
motivation for me. Being able to meet Vice President Kamala Harris, Senators Ben Cardin, Chris Van 

Hollen, Bernie Sanders, Amy Klobuchar, and many others while also learning more about different 
senatorial committee affairs inspired me to apply for the program as well.” 
 

Numbering more than 5,800, USSYP alumni have become leaders in government, law, business, 
education, journalism, the military, medicine, health care, higher education, and many other fields. 
Alumni serve as elected and appointed officials at all levels of government, including two United States 

senators, many congressional staff members, a former governor, former senior political advisors to the 
president of the United States, former ambassadors, and former federal judges.  
 

The Hearst Foundations have fully funded and administered USSYP since its inception; no government 
funds are used.  
 

(Editor’s note: A photo of Chandrasekaran accompanies this release.) 

# # # 

 

Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 25th largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 
gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innovative and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and 

students, BCPS celebrates many honors. 

 

http://www.bcps.org/
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